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Asset allocation: equities to recover after
October rout

October proved a cruel month for equities, with virtually all sectors and regions mired in red. Yet we believe there is plenty

of scope for stocks to stage a recovery, which is why we have raised our allocation to equities to overweight from neutral

and downgraded bonds to underweight.
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It is true that the bull market which stocks have experienced for much of the last decade had gone too far, but so too has

October’s sharp correction.

After sinking by some 10 per cent in four weeks, global equities are now inexpensive: according to our models, valuations

for world stocks are below their 20-year historical average for the first time in two years. The price-to-earnings ratio for the

MSCI ACWI dropped to just 13.3 times by the end of October from 15.0 times a month earlier and 16.9 times in January.

Regionally, Asia looks particularly cheap, as do most emerging markets (excluding Latin America).

Notably, the massive reversal in prices and valuations has not been accompanied by any major changes in either

economic or corporate fundamentals. In fact, our business cycle indicators suggest both that the global economy

remains on a firm footing. Globally, while corporate earnings growth peaked in the first half of 2018, it remains solid at an

annual pace of some 15-20 per cent (see chart).

There are, of course, a number of risks on the horizon, including the US/China trade disputes and uncertainty over the

outcome of US mid-term elections.

As far as tensions between the US and China are concerned, we think much of the negativity has already been discounted

by markets, leaving the opportunity for surprise developments that would be taken positively by global equities. Such a

surprise could take the form of new US-China trade deal potentially around the G20 meeting in Buenos Aires at the end of

November.

The US elections present a different set of risks. The consensus view is that Democrats will win the House and

Republicans will hold the Senate. We believe this scenario - legislative gridlock that would likely keep fiscal policy,

regulation and trade policy constant - is more or less already reflected in asset prices. It's worth pointing out that all but

two of the mid-term elections held since 1946 have ended with the President's party losing control of the House of

Representatives. 

UNEARNED CORRECTION

Change in MSCI ACWI index versus 12-month EPS growth, 100 = 28.10.2015

Source: Bloomberg. Data covering period 28.10.2015-31.10.2018.



If, however, the Republicans unexpectedly end up retaining control of both the Senate and the House, this could pave the

way for more fiscal stimulus and a renewed deregulation drive, which – at least in the short term – could be good for the

economy and for stocks. Conversely, it would likely fuel inflation and lead to a deterioration the deficit, encouraging the

US Federal Reserve to up the pace of rate hikes. 

That would add to an already fairly bearish backdrop for bonds as painted by our liquidity indicators. US liquidity

conditions remain negative, and there are signs that the Fed's twin-pronged tightening policy – through interest rate

hikes and the withdrawal of quantitative easing – is starting to bite. In contrast, China stands out as the only major central

bank actively loosening policy, which supports our positive stance in emerging markets.

On a global basis, technical indicators support our tactical preference for equities over bonds this month. Short-term

sentiment signals for equities are very positive as a result of heavily oversold conditions across almost all the regions.

Seasonality – the tendency for equities to rally at the end of the calendar year – is another factor to consider. In the

longer term, economic growth will eventually slow, inflationary pressures will bite, and earnings will turn lower. But for

now we believe that the equities sell-off has prepared the ground for one more burst higher.
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Equity sectors and regions: emerging
market and cyclical stocks to shine

The storm that blasted through global assets during October left large parts of the equity market looking attractive, at

least over the near term. A sharp repricing of stocks – the MSCI’s world share index dropped 10 per cent in four weeks,

its worst monthly fall since 2012 –  has taken equity valuations to below their average of the past three decades for the

first time in two years – a shift that is at odds with fundamentals.

Favourable seasonality – stocks have a habit of gaining strength into year-end – reinforces our view that market is due a

rebound. 

Cyclical and emerging market (EM) stocks are likely to benefit most from this short-term bounce. Although evidence is

accumulating that global economic growth and corporate earnings have already rolled over from their peak earlier in the

year history tells us it’s even more damaging to sell out of the last, frothy stage of a bull cycle than it is to sell too late.

Some of the biggest losers during recent months were global cyclical stocks. They have underperformed the market by 12

per cent since their early June peak and are now the most oversold in seven years, which has opened up pockets of value.

INDUSTRIALLY CHEAP

Ratio of MSCI ACWI Industrials relative to MSCI ACWI,
price indices

As a result, we’ve maintained our preference for inexpensive cyclical markets, particularly emerging markets (EM) and

Japan, which is undervalued by a record amount on our models. Asian emerging markets represent particularly good

value after having been battered through much of the year by concerns about trade wars and a slowdown in China.

Source: Thomson Reuters Datastream. Data covering

period 25.10.2011-30.10.2018.




Any signs of a rapprochement between the US and China on tariffs - which may emerge at a G20 meeting in November -

could spark a strong revival in EM stocks in particular. 

Meanwhile, we have raised industrial stocks to overweight following the sector’s recent selloff, which had taken

valuations for such stocks to a six year low on a relative basis in spite of a still bright outlook for global capital spending. At

the same time, we’ve downgraded information technology to underweight. Even after lurching lower, the sector remains

the most expensive on our scorecard and growth stocks will continue to come under pressure if, as we expect, bond yields

continue to rise.

We still like late-cycle cyclical sectors such as energy and mining, as well as health care. By contrast, rising inflation and

interest rates should prove a headwind for consumer discretionary stocks – indeed, house builders and car makers are

already starting to struggle.
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Fixed income and currencies: emerging
market punishment goes too far

The stars are aligned for a recovery in local currency emerging market debt. Unlike past bouts of turbulence, this year’s

slump in EM bonds wasn’t caused by a sharp downturn in the global economy, or a generalised equity market crash or

even a commodity price collapse. Instead, it was a combination of slower-moving threats – the risks posed by an

accumulation of EM corporate debt; the impact of the US strong dollar on countries and companies with dollar debt; the

steady withdrawal of global monetary stimulus worldwide and US rate rises; the impact of US trade tariffs on China – that

gave investors the urge to take profits on 2017’s astonishingly good run.

To be sure, some of the market’s re-evaluation of EM bonds and currencies was justified. Growth expectations for

emerging economies have been revised down amid trade uncertainty. Their growth premium over developed economies

is no longer widening. At the same time, they are having to adjust to the steady reversal of monetary stimulus by the Fed.

But just as the market had rallied too hard in 2017, it has pulled back too much since. Economic prospects may look less

rosy, but they're still positive.

By and large, EM economic fundamentals remain strong – government debt levels are generally low, balance of

payments positions are healthy as are foreign currency reserves, while domestic demand remains robust.

EM policymakers have largely responded to the turmoil with well-calibrated policies. Interest rates were increased and

reinforced with fiscal adjustments. Meanwhile, flexible exchange rates have helped to absorb the shocks. As a result,

most EM economies have weathered the market storm largely unscathed. Indeed, the latest set of EM leading indicators

have improved on a rolling quarterly basis, and currently stand well above their three-year moving average.



FLOWS TURNING POSITIVE FOR EM BONDS

Investment flows into EM local currency bonds, as % of
net assets, 12WMA

More broadly, the premium offered by EM debt now looks attractive. Emerging market currencies are the cheapest

they’ve been relative to the dollar in at least two decades, according to our economists’ valuation metrics. EM currencies

are some 20 per cent undervalued against the dollar, with the renminbi cheaper than ever on a purchasing power parity

basis. Meanwhile, EM local currency bonds yield more than 6.5 per cent compared to the 350 basis points or so offered

by US high yield debt. Moreover, portfolio flows into EM assets have also been improving in recent weeks (see chart) – a

trend which we expect to continue and offer further support to the asset class.

Elsewhere in fixed income, we find the prospects for developed market corporate bonds uninspiring, particularly among

non-investment grade issuers. We are concerned about the impact US rate hikes might have on firms that borrowed

heavily during the era of easy money. So far, markets have yet to discount the possibility of a credit crunch - both

investment grade and high yield bond markets have proved rather resilient even though our analysis shows that outflows

from funds holding such bonds have picked up sharply in recent weeks. 

For more on the risks bubbling beneath the surface of the corporate bond market, please see our recent article, Beware of

fallen angels.

Source: EPFR. Data covering period 06.01.2016-

24.10.2018.


/en/globalwebsite/global-articles/2018/market-views/in-brief/bbb-rated-debt-proportion
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Global markets overview: horror show

The run-up to Halloween was a horror show for most markets and sectors as investors took fright at a combination of ever

tightening US monetary policy and ever hotter global trade frictions. Investors were left with few hiding places –before the

month-end rally, a mere 17 per cent of global asset classes was registering a positive return since the start of the year, a

30-year low. The slashing of valuations left trading screens (or should that be screams) awash in red. Global equities

dropped more than 8 per cent in local currency terms, leaving the MSCI World Index down year to date. Bonds barely

held level during the month and also registered a loss for the year of some 1 per cent. 

Gold was one of the few assets that managed to sparkle during the month, up 2 per cent, though it remained down for the

year. By contrast, even after oil’s 8.7 per cent slump during the month, it remained up nearly 20 per cent on the year.

Asian equities were the most savagely brutalised, Japan and emerging market Asia both down on the month – 9 per cent

and just under 8 per cent respectively. A heavy weighting towards cyclicals, not least tech (down 9 per cent), and

concerns about the impact President Trump’s trade war was likely to have on the region’s economy precipitated the

losses. Only Latin American equities managed to buck the trend, picking up a little more than 1 per cent on the month

largely on the back of a Brazilian rally following its presidential election.

MSCI ACWI price-to-earnings ratio

All equity sectors took a battering – with the exception of the previously unloved utilities which managed to stay broadly

flat.

Source: Thomson Reuters Datastream. Data covering

period 29.10.2013-30.10.2018.




Unusually for a big equities correction, bonds failed to provide much of a hedge this month. Indeed, US and European

bonds softened marginally. UK gilts were among the few positive performers, gaining on hopes for some positive

resolution to Brexit. Corporate bonds were also broadly lower, albeit only modestly relative to the equity market’s

performance. 

Among currencies, only the Brazilian real stood out amid a wider flight into the dollar. It surged 7.5 per cent on the month

on hopes the new right-wing president-elect Jair Bolsonaro will prove to be market-friendly.
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In Brief

BAROMETER NOVEMBER 2018

Asset allocation

We raise equities to overweight and downgrade bonds to underweight

Equity sectors and regions

We upgrade industrials following the market correction and downgrade IT, which continues to look richly

valued 

Fixed income and currencies

Emerging market local currency bonds are poised for a rebound

Important legal information

This marketing document is issued by Pictet Asset Management. It is neither directed to, nor intended for

distribution or use by any person or entity who is a citizen or resident of, or domiciled or located in, any locality,

state, country or jurisdiction where such distribution, publication, availability or use would be contrary to law or

regulation. Only the latest version of the fund’s prospectus, the KIID (Key Investor Information Document),

regulations, annual and semi-annual reports may be relied upon as the basis for investment decisions. These

documents are available on assetmanagement.pictet.

This document is used for informational purposes only and does not constitute, on Pictet Asset Management

part, an offer to buy or sell solicitation or investment advice. It has been established on the basis of data,

projections, forecasts, anticipations and hypothesis which are subjective. Its analysis and conclusions are the

expression of an opinion, based on available data at a specific date. The effective evolution of the economic

variables and values of the financial markets could be significantly different from the indications

communicated in this document.

Information, opinions and estimates contained in this document reflect a judgment at the original date of

publication and are subject to change without notice.  Pictet Asset Management has not taken any steps to

ensure that the securities referred to in this document are suitable for any particular investor and this

document is not to be relied upon in substitution for the exercise of independent judgment. Tax treatment

depends on the individual circumstances of each investor and may be subject to change in the future. Before

making any investment decision, investors are recommended to ascertain if this investment is suitable for them

in light of their financial knowledge and experience, investment goals and financial situation, or to obtain

specific advice from an industry professional.

https://am.pictet


The value and income of any of the securities or financial instruments mentioned in this document may fall as

well as rise and, as a consequence, investors may receive back less than originally invested. Risk factors are

listed in the fund’s prospectus and are not intended to be reproduced in full in this document.

Past performance is not a guarantee or a reliable indicator of future performance. Performance data does not

include the commissions and fees charged at the time of subscribing for or redeeming shares. This marketing

material is not intended to be a substitute for the fund’s full documentation or for any information which

investors should obtain from their financial intermediaries acting in relation to their investment in the fund or

funds mentioned in this document.

EU countries: the relevant entity is Pictet Asset Management (Europe) S.A., 15, avenue J. F. Kennedy, L-1855

Luxembourg

Switzerland: the relevant entity is Pictet Asset Management SA , 60 Route des Acacias – 1211 Geneva 73 

Hong Kong: this material has not been reviewed by the Securities and Futures Commission or any other

regulatory authority. The issuer of this material is Pictet Asset Management (Hong Kong) Limited.

Singapore: this material is issued by Pictet Asset Management (Singapore) Pte Ltd. This material is intended

only for institutional and accredited investors and it has not been reviewed by the Monetary Authority of

Singapore.

For Australian investors, Pictet Asset Management Limited (ARBN 121 228 957) is exempt from the

requirement to hold an Australian financial services license, under the Corporations Act 2001.

For US investors, Shares sold in the United States or to US Persons will only be sold in private placements to

accredited investors pursuant to exemptions from SEC registration under the Section 4(2) and Regulation D

private placement exemptions under the 1933 Act and qualified clients as defined under the 1940 Act. The

Shares of the Pictet funds have not been registered under the 1933 Act and may not, except in transactions

which do not violate United States securities laws, be directly or indirectly offered or sold in the United States

or to any US Person. The Management Fund Companies of the Pictet Group will not be registered under the

1940 Act.

Pictet Asset Management Inc. (Pictet AM Inc) is responsible for effecting solicitation in North America to

promote the portfolio management services of Pictet Asset Management Limited (Pictet AM Ltd) and Pictet

Asset Management SA (Pictet AM SA).

In Canada Pictet AM Inc. is registered as Portfolio Manager authorised to conduct marketing activities on

behalf of Pictet AM Ltd and Pictet AM SA. In the USA, Pictet AM Inc. is registered as an SEC Investment

Adviser and its activities  are conducted in full compliance with the SEC rules applicable to the marketing of

affiliate entities as prescribed in the Adviser Act of 1940 ref. 17CFR275.206(4)-3.
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